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linus, secretary to St. Ambrose, in his Life of the
Saint addressed to St. Augustine.

205. This miracle, it is to be presumed, will satisfy
the tests which Douglas provides for verifying events
of that nature. That author lays down, as we have
already seen, that miracles are to be suspected, when
the accounts of them were first published long after
the time or far from the place of their alleged occur-
rence; or, if not, yet at least were not then and there
subjected to examination. Now in the instance
before us we have the direct testimony of three con-
temporaries, St. Ambrose, Stf Augustine, and Pau-
linus; two of whom at the least were present at the
very time and'place, while one of those two wrote his
account immediately upon or during the events, as
they proceeded. These three witnesses agree to-
gether in all substantial matters ; and the third, who
writes twenty-six, years after the miracle, when St.
Ambrose was dead, unlike many reporters of miracles,
adds nothing to the narrative, as St. Ambrose and St.
Augustine left it, Douglas observes in explanation
of the third of his conditions, that we may suspect
miracles of having "been admitted without exami-
nation! first, if they coincided with the favourite opi-
nions and superstitious prejudices of those to whom
they were reported, and who on that account might
be eager to receive them without evidence; secondly,
if they were set on foot, or at least were encouraged